
  

NEWS RELEASE                       For Immediate Release: October 17, 2012 

Journalists are invited to the Manitoba Legislative Building today to hear from supporters of Make 

Poverty History Manitoba’s (MPHM) campaign which is urging the Province of Manitoba to 

increase the Rental Allowance received by people on Employment and Income Assistance. MPHM 

will also be releasing its full list of campaign supporters to date. 

Who: MPHM campaign supporters 

Ms. Kirsten Bernas, Spokesperson – Make Poverty History Manitoba 

Dr. Sharon Macdonald, MD – Faculty of Medicine, University of Manitoba 

Mr. Robert Shaer, Principal – A.S.H Management Group Inc. 

Mr. Dennis White Bird, Political Advisor to Grand Chief Derek Nepinak – Assembly of 

Manitoba Chiefs 

 

What: Press conference with select campaign supporters and release of the full list of campaign 

supporters to date. 

 

When: Today, October 17th, 2012 at 12 noon - The International Day for the Eradication of 

Poverty 

 

Where: Legislative Committee Room 254, Manitoba Legislative Building  

 

Winnipeg – Make Poverty History Manitoba wants the province to know that there is strong 

support for its campaign to increase the Rental Allowance to 75% of median market rent so that 

the Manitoba Government will make a commitment to that end in the upcoming Throne Speech 

and Provincial Budget.  

 

“There is strong and growing agreement on this action as a public priority. Over 130 

organizations across Manitoba and a range of sectors agree that an increase is long overdue and 

expect the Province to ensure that all Manitobans have access to adequate shelter” says Kirsten 

Bernas, spokesperson for MPHM. 

 

Employment and Income Assistance recipients are provided with a rental allowance that has 

increased marginally since 1992 when compared to market rents which have gone up by 

approximately 60-70% during the same period.  

 

MPHM wants to highlight its campaign on the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

as it believes access to affordable housing is one of the best lines of defense against poverty and 

social exclusion. Furthermore, it provides a solid foundation for those who are able to access 

education and employment opportunities.  
 
MPHM is a coalition of organizations collaborating to reduce and ultimately eliminate poverty 

and social exclusion so all Manitobans can achieve their full potential.  
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For more information or to arrange an interview with MPHM and/or  

its campaign supporters, please contact: 

Kirsten Bernas, Make Poverty History Manitoba 

 (204) 688-7050 or (204) 943-0547  

manitoba@makepovertyhistory.ca 

 

mailto:manitoba@makepovertyhistory.ca

